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Houston Housing Authority Breaks Ground on First Multifamily Housing Development in
Independence Heights
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, Houston, City Council Member Karla Cisneros, and others join HHA
to break ground on the City’s newest mixed-income community
Houston – (March 22, 2017) – Houston Housing Authority (HHA), the City’s leading agency on
affordable homes and services for low-income families, broke ground on a mixed-income
residential development in Independence Heights, Monday, March 20th. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee
and Houston City Council Member Karla Cisneros were amongst those who were invited to attend
the HHA groundbreaking for the multifamily community at 302 Crosstimbers Street, the southeast
corner of Crosstimbers and North Main Street.
According to The National Low Income Housing Coalition, Houston has the third lowest
availability of affordable housing for those with extremely low income or who earn 30 percent of
their area median income.
“The Independence Heights development showcases how city officials are working together to
eliminate Houston’s affordable housing shortage,” HHA President and CEO Tory Gunsolley said.
“We’re constantly working to provide affordable options for Houstonians, and this development
highlights our efforts.”
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee even called upon the White House to take note of what a
“southern city that is growing is doing” within historic neighborhoods like Independence Heights
to combat the lack of affordable housing.
Located just one mile west of Interstate 45 and one mile north of the 610 Loop, the 154-unit
Independence Heights Apartments will provide housing for local families, with features to include
accessible or adaptable units for handicapped residents, solid wood cabinetry, granite countertops
and an on-property community room for social gatherings and meetings.
The new housing project construction is set to begin April 2017 and leasing applications should
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be open to the public by mid-2018.
ABOUT HHA:
The Houston Housing Authority provides affordable homes and services to more than 58,000 lowincome Houstonians, including over 17,000 families housed through the Housing Choice Voucher
Program and another 5,700 living in 25 public housing and tax credit developments around the
city. HHA also administers one of the nation’s largest voucher program exclusively serving
homeless veterans. More information about the Houston Housing Authority can be found at
www.housingforhouston.com.

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (pictured above) shares remarks on why a community like
Independence Heights is needed.
(Photo Credit: HHA)

HHA president and CEO Tory Gunsolley, City Council Member Karla Cisneros, Rep. Sheila
Jackson Lee among HHA board members and supporters dig symbolical, gold shovels into the
ground to signify the official start of the development for the new Independence Heights project.
(Photo Credit: HHA)

Houston Housing Authority welcomes Houston officials and members within the Independence
Heights community to share details about the new development set to start construction April
2017 and complete fall of 2018.
(Photo Credit: HHA)
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